Homework Assignment 2 
Introduction/Literature Review
Background and Purpose
The introduction gives the reader a sense of the most important research conducted in the past. Writing your introduction involves a synthesis of journal articles, using APA style throughout. The synthesis should integrate the ideas in each article and tell a story about the overall topic and associated sub-topics. It should not be a simple list or summary of what each article found (i.e. organize by ideas, NOT by articles). This is an integration paper, not a book report of the articles you have read. To be successful on this project, you need to integrate, interweave, and mix in information from different research articles. 
Organization
Before you can start to write the body of the Introduction, you need to spend some time organizing it. This is where the Synthesis Matrix will come in handy.
Organize your information as follows:
1. Start with an introductory paragraph that provides an overview of cyberbullying. Use the articles that you read to provide background information about cyberbullying. The introduction should provide your reader with general information about the topic, the previous research, why it is important to investigate, and what still needs to be investigated.
2. Next, you want to present results/findings from your articles to explain and support each theme/topic. Provide a brief overview of the research findings and sources for each theme (be sure to include citations). You need a minimum of 2 articles to support each theme. 
Theme 1: _______________________________________________________
a. _________________________________________________________________
 	Source: _________________________________
b. __________________________________________________________________
Source: ______________________________________
c. _________________________________________________________________
Source: _______________________________________
d. __________________________________________________________________
Source: ________________________________________
Theme 2: _______________________________________________________
a. _________________________________________________________________
 	Source: _________________________________
b. __________________________________________________________________
Source: ______________________________________
c. __________________________________________________________________
Source: _______________________________________
d. __________________________________________________________________
Source: ________________________________________
Theme 3: _______________________________________________________
a. __________________________________________________________________
 	Source: _________________________________
b. __________________________________________________________________
Source: ______________________________________
c. __________________________________________________________________
Source: _______________________________________
Add more themes as appropriate
3. Conclusions and Rationale - In the conclusion section, you will provide a summary of the literature review. Discuss the general findings, conclusions, and implications. In other words, discuss why the findings are important. Why should your readers care? Note any limitations of the review, along with future directions. The limitations of the previous research should lead into a few sentences about the direction of future research. This will be your problem statement (what needs to be investigated next), which in turns guides your readers toward your research question. All of this information helps to rationalize why it is important to follow-up with your proposed study. 
Now that you have organized your information, findings, and sources, it is time to write the Introduction/Literature Review section of your proposal. Put the previous outlined information into cohesive paragraphs with transitions leading from one paragraph to the next. REMEMBER: You are using the findings and results from previous scientific research studies to guide your readers toward your research question. This assignment is worth 100 points. The grading rubric is attached:
Homework 2 Grading Rubric
	
	Score
	Points

	
	4
	3
	2
	1
	0
	Earned

	Assignment Basics

	Articles
	Used a minimum of 7 peer reviewed research articles
	Used a minimum of 7 sources, but some were not peer reviewed research articles
	Used between 5 and 7 sources
	Only used 3 or 4 sources
	Used fewer than 3 sources
	

	Introductory Paragraph(s)

	Definition and general information
	Defined and discussed the topic of cyberbullying and provided a brief overview of research in the area
	Definition OR general information not covered sufficiently
	Definition AND general information not covered sufficiently 
	Definition OR general information missing
	No useful information provided
	

	Explained why topic is important to investigate and what question still needs to be investigated
	Provided an explanation of why cyberbullying is important to investigate and what question that still needs to be investigated.
	Complete explanation provided, but not well thought out
	Explanation provided, but weak
	Incomplete explanation of why this topic is important to investigate
	Explanation is  missing
	

	Theme 1

	Description 
	Stated and completely described theme
	Missing minor amount of information
	Missing moderate amount of information
	Missing major amount of information
	Information completely missing
	

	Evidence AND Sources
	Provided relevant evidence (methodology/results) from a minimum of 2 sources
	Missing minor amount of information
	Missing moderate amount of information
	Missing major amount of information
	Information completely missing
	

	Synthesis
	Integrated information across studies to present current understanding of this theme
	Missing minor amount of information
	Missing moderate amount of information
	Missing major amount of information
	Information completely missing
	

	Citations
	Cited all sources using correct APA formatting
	Cited all sources, but formatting was not correct
	Moderate problems with citations OR formatting
	Moderate problems with BOTH the citations and formatting 
	Major problems with both the citations and the formatting
	

	Theme 2

	Description
	Stated and completely described theme
	Missing minor amount of information
	Missing moderate amount of information
	Missing major amount of information
	Information completely missing
	

	Evidence AND Sources
	Provided relevant evidence (methodology/results) from a minimum of 2 sources
	Missing minor amount of information
	Missing moderate amount of information
	Missing major amount of information
	Information completely missing
	

	Synthesis
	Integrated information across studies to present current understanding of this theme
	Missing minor amount of information
	Missing moderate amount of information
	Missing major amount of information
	Information completely missing
	

	Citations
	Cited all sources using correct APA formatting
	Cited all sources, but formatting was not correct
	Moderate problems with citations OR formatting
	Moderate problems with BOTH the citations and formatting 
	Major problems with both the citations and the formatting
	

	Theme 3

	Description
	Stated and completely described theme
	Missing minor amount of information
	Missing moderate amount of information
	Missing major amount of information
	Information completely missing
	

	Evidence AND Sources
	Provided relevant evidence (methodology/results) from a minimum of 2 sources
	Missing minor amount of information
	Missing moderate amount of information
	Missing major amount of information
	Information completely missing
	

	Synthesis
	Integrated information across studies to present current understanding of this theme
	Missing minor amount of information
	Missing moderate amount of information
	Missing major amount of information
	Information completely missing
	

	Citations
	Cited all sources using correct APA formatting
	Cited all sources, but formatting was not correct
	Moderate problems with citations OR formatting
	Moderate problems with BOTH the citations and formatting 
	Major problems with both the citations and the formatting
	

	

	Conclusions
	Provided a summary of the research studies, the general findings, and conclusions. Identified gaps in the literature. 
	Missing minor amount of information
	Missing moderate amount of information
	Missing major amount of information
	Information completely missing
	

	Rationale and Problem Statement
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Discussed the implications of the research studies, expressed importance of filling the gaps, stated what should be investigated next (problem statement)
	Missing minor amount of information
	Missing moderate amount of information
	Missing major amount of information
	Information completely missing
	

	References

	Alphabetical order
	All references listed in the correct alphabetical order
	Minor problems with order
	Moderate problems with order
	Major problems with order
	References completely missing
	

	Correct APA formatting
	All references formatted correctly
	Minor problems with formatting
	Moderate problems with formatting
	Major problems with formatting
	References completely missing
	

	

	Organization 
	Articles organized and discussed according to themes (articles may be included in different themes) 
	Minor problem with organization
	Moderate problem with organization
	Major problem with organization
	Lacks organization
	

	

	Synthesis
	Article information is integrated across articles within each theme
	Minor problem with article synthesis
	Moderate problem with article synthesis
	Major problem with article synthesis
	Lacks article synthesis
	

	

	Format
	Used correct APA formatting throughout the document 
	Minor problem with APA formatting
	Moderate problem with APA formatting
	Major problem with APA formatting
	Lacks APA formatting
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Spelling
	No more than a few spelling errors
	A minor amount of spelling errors
	A moderate amount of spelling errors
	A major amount of spelling errors
	Too much text missing to evaluate for spelling 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Grammar
	No more than a few grammatical errors
	A minor amount of grammatical errors
	A moderate amount of grammatical errors
	A major amount of grammatical errors
	Too much text missing to evaluate for grammar 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Overall Quality
	Excellent quality assignment
	Very good quality assignment
	Good quality assignment
	Below average quality assignment
	Poor quality assignment
	

	TOTAL
	



